Microvascular free tissue transfer in oral and maxillofacial reconstruction.
Forty-two patients with head and neck cancer were submitted to microvascular reconstructive procedures. We divided patients in three groups; a first group of 30 patients, in whom the oral floor (8 patients), the part of tongue (14 patients), the lower gingiva (6 patients) and the oropharynx (2 patients) were reconstructed using various sizes of forearm flaps; a second group of 7 patients who underwent buccal mucosa reconstructions with the forearm flaps; and a third group of 5 patients who received rectus abdominis flaps for total tongue reconstruction. Three illustrative cases, one from each group, are presented in detail. Good results were obtained in 39 patients (94%), with both functional and morphological rehabilitation. There were three flap losses due to thrombosis of the microvascular anastomoses. There was no surgical mortality. The average operating time was about 10 hours in total. We concluded that there is a place for these complex procedures in the treatment of selected cases of head and neck tumors.